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IIVnilN'TTTIES 


OF 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of 


Friends’  First-Day  School  Association, 


OF 

PHILADELPHIA  AND  ITS  VICINITY, 


Held  according  to  appointment,  in  the  Mission  Building,  No.  918  Locust  Street. 
Fourth  Month,  17th  and  18th,  1877,  at  8  P.  M. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

The  Nominating  Committee  proposed  as  officers  for  the  present 
meeting:  John  B.  Garrett,  Chairman,  and  Thomas  K.  Long- 
streth  and  Samuel  H.  Troth,  Secretaries,  which  was  united  with. 
The  chairman  read  the  30th  Chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  contain¬ 
ing  the  Covenant  of  the  Almighty  with  his  people  Israel,  after 
which  an  earnest  petition  was  offered  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, 
for  His  blessing  upon  our  coming  together.  After  a  time  of 
silence  the  chairman  said  he  thought  it  would  be  profitable  for 
us  to  consider  the  nature  of  our  work.  It  is  pure  Biblical  in¬ 
struction.  Our  schools  are  Bible  schools.  The  important  point 
is  not  the  day  upon  which  the  school  is  held,  but  the  obligation 
resting  upon  us  to  teach  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  them.  It  is  a  religious  work  and  we  are  banded  to¬ 
gether  upon  religious  principles.  It  is  for  their  spiritual  welfare 
that  these  children  are  brought  into  our  schools,  that  they  may 
(3) 
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become  of  the  household  of  faith  and  be  built  up  as  members  of 
the  Church  Militant.  Our  thoughts  should  be  centered  on  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  who  must  be  head  over  all  things  in  His 
Church. 

We  have  met  this  evening  to  listen  to  the  various  Reports  of 
what  has  been  done,  not  merely  to  become  acquainted  with  our 
fellow- workers  in  this  common  cause,  but  to  have  our  spirits  re¬ 
freshed  by  waiting  upon  the  Lord  our  God,  to  have  our  thoughts 
centered  upon  the  Father  and  the  Son,  that  we  may  leave  this 
house  better  fitted  and  qualified  for  the  work  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  Some  of  us  are  actively  at  work,  others  are  only  joined 
by  sympathy,  but  all  are  banded  and  knit  together  in  love,  and 
with  a  common  purpose,  so  that  all  are  in  duty  bound  to  con¬ 
tribute  what  we  can  to  the  interest  of  these  meetings,  either  by 
silent  sympathy  or  by  vocal  expression. 

The  Minutes  were  then  read  for  the  following  named  Friends 
who  were  present  :  Joseph  Hobson,  from  Ohio,  and  John  Y. 
H  oover,  from  Iowa,  with  their  companions  Mahlon  Pickrell  and 
Henry  A.  Jephson.  Sarah  B.  Satterth waite,  a  minister  from 
England,  was  also  present,  and  satisfaction  was  expressed  with 
the  company  of  all  these  Friends. 

The  remainder  of  the  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
was  read,  containing  the  names  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  proposing  Asa  S.  Wing,  for  Treasurer,  all 
of  whom  being  considered  satisfactory,  they  were  appointed  to 
those  stations. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  read,  also 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to  visit  the 
schools  belonging  to  this  Association,  the  latter  being  as  follows, 
viz: — 

To  Friends’  First-Day  School  Association  of  Philadelphia  and 

its  Vicinity: — 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  to  visit 
the  Schools  belonging  to  the  Association,  report — 

That  soon  after  their  appointment  they  met  and  arranged  to 
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visit  such  of  the  schools  as  the  members  felt  it  would  be  possible 
to  attend.  Twelve  such  meetings  have  been  held,  and  all  the 
schools  connected  with  the  Association  have  been  visited  by  one 
or  more  members  of  the  Committee,  except  those  at  Exton, 
Rahway  and  Yardville.  At  various  times,  also,  some  of  the 
Teachers’  Meetings  have  been  attended. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  “soon  after  assembling, 
the  serious  importance  of  the  engagement  was  felt  and  alluded 
to,  as  well  as  the  need  of  Divine  help  to  qualify  us  therefor  and 
to  enable  us  properly  to  go  forward  therewith.  Recognizing 
these  truths,  those  present  were  united  in  fervent  petitions  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  that  His  power  might  be  vouchsafed  in  all  the 
actions  of  the  Committee,  guarding  them  from  error,  guiding  their 
movements  and  blessing  the  fruit  of  their  labors,  to  His  own 
honor  and  praise.” 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  following  minute  was  adopted : — 
“It  was  felt  that  wTe  should  be  very  careful  in  remarking  upon 
the  manner  of  conducting  schools  or  Teachers’  meetings,  and 
that  the  teachers  should  be  encouraged  to  a  faithful  performance 
of  their  duty,  rather  than  discouraged  by  any  adverse  criticism : 
That  the  object  of  this  Committee  was  to  build  up  rather  than 
pull  down.  If,  however,  any  members  should  notice  anything 
which  they  clearly  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sound  doctrine  or 
practice,  they  should  in  love  and  in  a  very  kind  way  take  a  suit¬ 
able  opportunity  faithfully  to  testify  against  it.” 

All  the  visits  paid  by  the  Committee  have  deepened  our  im¬ 
pression  of  the  importance  of  the  work,  and  we  have  felt  with  and 
for  the  officers  and  teachers  as  we  have  mingled  with  them.  It 
is  but  too  evident  that  any  fear  that  too  many  will  press  into  this 
work,  is  groundless.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  a  need  of  a  greater 
number  of  Superintendents  and  Teachers  who  will  first  give  them¬ 
selves  to  the  Lord,  and  then  steadily  persevere  iu  this  good 
service.  It  is  observable  that  those  who  do  keep  on  through 
the  difficulties,  great  or  small,  with  which  they  may  meet,  con¬ 
tinuing  instant  in  prayer  for  qualifying  grace,  attain  much  bold¬ 
ness  in  the  faith  and  power  to  labor  for  the  salvation  of  their 
pupils. 
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In  one  of  the  schools,  the  Committee  thought  that  a  greater 
variety  in  the  general  exercises  would  be  useful  in  awakening 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  leading  them  to  take  some 
part  in  the  exercises  and  enforcing  the  truths  intended  to  be 
conveyed. 

In  one  Union  School  the  singing  took  up  too  much  of  the 
time,  to  the  detriment  of  substantial  instruction. 

In  one,  the  teaching  seemed  to  be  too  much  in  the  mode  of 
lecturing  to  the  class,  rather  than  drawing  out  their  attention  by 
questions,  or  inducing  them  to  ask  questions,  so  as  to  secure  an 
active  mental  effort  on  their  part  to  learn  the  truths  intended  to 
be  taught. 

The  devotional  meetings  held  in  connection  with  some  schools 
were  noticed  with  commendation.  The  committee  suggest  that 
those  in  charge  of  First-day  Schools  should  seek  to  hold  such 
meetings  at  suitable  times  and  in  such  ways  as  may  conduce  to 
the  profit  of  both  teachers  and  scholars.  There  are  occasions 
with  every  school,  when  the  pupils  need  something  of  this  kind 
to  aid  them  in  deciding  for  Christ,  in  confessing  Him  openly 
and  in  gaining  spiritual  strength  by  fellowship  and  prayer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  the  following  minute  was 
adopted:  “ The  practice  of  closing  devotional  or  other  meetings 
connected  with  First-day  Schools,  by  always  singing  the  same 
hymn,  was  alluded  to;  and  those  present  vrere  united  in  the 
feeling  that  so  long  as  such  acts  were  spontaneous  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  them,  but  that  they  should  never  be  participated 
in  simply  as  a  part  of  a  pre-arranged  order  of  exercises.”  All 
exercises  should  be  in  the  life  and  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  use  of  the  International  Series  of  Lessons  was  observed 
to  awaken  an  interest,  not  only  in  the  schools,  but  also  in  the 
families  of  the  neighborhood.  These  lessons  have  much  to 
commend  them,  but  those  in  charge  of  schools  should  not  too 
easily  adopt  and  continue  such  a  series,  without  watching  the 
special  wants  of  the  pupils  and  adapting  the  instructions  thereto. 

We  strongly  commend  the  practice,  observed  in  some  schools, 
of  affording  an  opportunity  for  silent  devotion. 


7 


Our  views  of  immediate  guidance  and  of  responsibility  to  our 
Master,  should  not  be  allowed  to  prevent  due  subordination  of 
teachers  to  superintendents.  There  should  be  a  proper  degree 
of  control  accorded  to  them,  and  they  should  earnestly  seek  in 
faith  for  wisdom  and  ability  to  administer  the  functions  devolv¬ 
ing  upon  them  to  the  best  welfare  of  the  schools.  Some  schools 
undoubtedly  suffer  from  these  causes.  God  is  the  author  of  that 
order  which  so  much  promotes  the  effectiveness  of  organized 
effort ;  and  superintendents  may  do  well  to  remember  that  though 
ready  to  say,  “Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things,”  the  reply  is, 
“Our  sufficiency  is  of  God.” 

The  management  of  the  library  in  the  Joseph  Sturge  and 
Bethany  Mission  Schools  was  observed  to  be  particulary  good. 

All  these  remarks  are  offered  in  the  spirit  of  condescension, 
and  with  the  feeling  that  those  conducting:  the  schools  should  have 
the  strongest  sympathy,  and  encouragement  to  persevere  in 
their  field  of  labor,  with  the  assurance  that  “  in  due  season  they 
shall  reap,  if  they  faint  not.” 

And  now,  in  concluding  our  report  and  surrendering  the 
trust  committed  to  us  a  year  ago,  we  desire  that,  under  the 
fostering  care  of  our  heavenly  Father,  the  work  of  First-day 
School  instruction  may  be  carried  forward  to  the  honor  of  His 
name  and  to  the  blessing  of  all  engaged  therein. 

On  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  committee. 


B.  W.  Beesley, 

Secretary. 


James  E.  Rhoads, 

Chairman. 


Philadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  1877. 


Regret  was  expressed  that  three  of  the  schools  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  visit,  and  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Committee,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  be 
in  their  power  to  continue  such  help  and  encouragement  this 


8 


year.  Teachers  were  advised  to  bear  in  mind  the  suggestions  of 
the  Committee. 


The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  read  as  follows,  viz. : 


Asa  S.  Wing,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Friends’  First-Day 
School  Association,  of  Philadelphia. 


DR. 

Balance  on  hand  Fourth  mo.  18th,  1876.  ....  $27  25 

Orphans’  offering, . 10  00 

ubscriptions  received,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  89  00 

$126  25 


CR. 

Paid  for  cleaning  rooms,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2  00 

“  500  copies  Fifteenth  Annual  Report,  .  .  51  50 

“  Printing  and  Postage  for  Visiting  Committee,  .  1 1  30 

“  Postage  on  Reports,  etc . 5  61 

Held  for  Building  Fund  of  Woodbury  School,  .  .  .  26  00 

Balance  in  Treasury  Fourth  mo.  17th,  1877,  .  .  .  29  84 

$126  25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  S.  WING, 

Treasurer. 


Friends  were  asked  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  Report,  and  to  add 
to  the  ability  and  usefulness  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
carrying  out  the  various  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  fourteen  schools,  the  statis¬ 
tics  of  which  appear  in  the  annexed  summary.  Their  further 
contents  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  as  usual. 
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SCHOOLS. 

School  begins  at 

Established. 

Teaehrs 

Scholars. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

Periodicals,  Papers. 

Cost  of  School  An¬ 

nually. 

Missionary  Collec¬ 

tions. 

c c 
a> 

3 

Females.  | 

Friends.  | 

White. 

Colored. 

Adults. 

Minors. 

Males. 

Females. 

Av.  Attend¬ 

ance. 

Friends. 

Total. 

Twelfth  St. . . 

3  P.  M. 

1859 

i 

8 

9 

72 

2 

70 

33 

39 

43 

50 

72 

375 

150 

8150 

$50 

Swart  hmore.. 

2^  P.  M. 

1859 

7 

15 

20 

154 

48 

106 

51 

103 

89 

1.54 

400 

200 

375 

St.  Mary  St. . . 

2  P.  M. 

1863 

7 

9 

248 

248 

175 

248 

Woodbury.... 

3  P.  M. 

1864 

i 

2 

3 

14 

14 

12 

14 

Jos.  Sturge. . . 

8V<  A.  M. 

1865 

5 

18 

21 

407 

200 

207 

177 

407 

350 

250 

Germantown 

3  P.  M. 

1867 

1 

1 

50 

50 

25 

35 

50 

20.65 

Edgewood.... 

3  P.  M. 

1869 

4 

4 

8 

66 

i 

37 

66 

350 

nii 

1872 

0 

2 

7 

6 

Muncy.' . 

4  P.  M. 

1863 

4 

9 

13 

173 

125 

86 

173 

258 

Bethany . 

3  P.  M. 

1856 

12 

17 

400 

195 

205 

160 

240 

350 

400 

500 

780 

Green  w'ay.. . . 

2  y,  p.  m. 

1857 

9 

9 

8 

144 

10 

144 

65 

79 

86 

3 

144 

700 

ioo 

200 

130 

Newtown.... 

2 \Z  P.  M. 

1869 

2 

6 

2 

80 

5 

14 

71 

30 

55 

35 

1 

85 

700 

90 

Exton . 

2}4  p.  M. 

1869 

4 

41 

19 

22 

27 

41 

Edgebrook. . . 

3  p.m. 

1871 

2 

2 

3 

60 

37 

60 

The  reports  received  from  fourteen  schools  show  that  160 
teachers  are  engaged  in  the  work,  90  of  whom  are  Friends; 
that  1921  scholars  attend  these  schools,  182  of  whom  are 
Friends,  820  are  white,  and  1101  are  colored.  The  average 
attendance  is  about  1222. 

The  Report  of  Twelfth  Street  School  was  read,  showing  an 
increase  in  attendance  over  the  previous  year,  and  a  letter  from 
Alfred  H.  Jones  mentioning  the  timely  aid  afforded  to  several 
persons  by  a  contribution  of  ten  dollars  from  the  missionary 
collection  of  this  school.  It  was  remarked  in  reference  to  a 
paragraph  in  this  letter  that  we  who  always  find  money  in  our 
pockets  when  we  have  need  for  it,  can  hardly  realize  the  value  of 
two  dollars  and  ten  cents  in  alleviating  suffering.  The  teachers 
of  Twelfth  Street  may  well  take  fresh  courage  in  their  work,  which 
prepares  so  many  teachers  for  other  schools,  in  which  they  find 
their  harvest  fields.  Woodbury  reports  a  school  for  young 
children  in  successful  operation,  in  addition  to  the  Bible  class 
previously  reported.  The  Treasurer  of  this  Association  was 
now  authorized  to  pay  to  the  teachers  the  sum  contributed  two 
years  ago  towards  a  building  fund  for  Woodbury  First-Day 
School,  to  be  applied  by  them  as  they  may  think  best  for  its 
benefit.  A  desire  was  expressed  that  these  teachers  may  know 
what  peculiar  pleasure  the  reading  of  their  report  gave  to  the 
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members  of  the  Executive  Committee  when  it  was  laid  before 
them,  and  that  we  should  all  cultivate  the  cheerful  and  hopeful 
spirit  which  animates  it. 

James  E.  Rhoads  thought  that  the  work  of  First-Day  School 
teaching  is  not  only  directly  useful  to  the  schools,  but  also  as  a 
training  for  service  in  after  life.  Trained  workers  are  needed 
in  Indian  schools,  Freedmen’s  schools  and  other  similar  work 
carried  on  by  Friends. 

Edward  L.  Scull,  in  alluding  to  the  silent  waiting  mentioned 
in  the  report  of  Twelfth  Street,  said  that  such  seasons  were  val¬ 
uable  not  only  to  the  children  of  Friends  who  were  accustomed 
to  them,  but  also  to  children  brought  in  from  the  streets,  whose 
spirits  were  hushed  by  these  silent  devotions,  and  thus  prepared 
for  the  lessons  subsequently  given. 

Reports  were  then  read  from  Muncy  School,  E.  P.  Smith’s 
Bible  Class,  and  St.  Mary  Street  School,  and  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  resignation  of  John  M.  Whitall  from  the  latter,  was 
alluded  to  feelingly  by  one  of  its  teachers. 

Asa  S.  Wing  now  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  subject  of 
Methods  in  Bible  School  Work. 

Methods  in  Bible  School  Work. 

Much  of  the  machinery  which  is  often  helpful  in  some  schools, 
cannot  be  called  necessary  for  every  school ;  there  are,  however, 
three  things  obviously  necessary : — the  scholar,  the  teacher  and 
the  lesson. 

To  secure  scholars  we  need  to  act  as  “ fishers  of  men use 
lawful  means  to  draw  them  in,  to  attract  them,  study  to  make 
the  room  they  meet  in,  the  welcome  they  receive  there,  and  the 
lesson  taught,  attractive  to  them.  Be  particular  to  know  the 
name  of  each  scholar,  recognize  him  when  seen  out  of  school, 
visit  his  home,  write  to  him  and  encourage  him  to  write,  take  a 
warm  and  earnest  and  continued  interest  in  his  welfare,  temporal 
as  we  1 1  as  spirit  ual. 

To  obtain  teachers  I  cannot  feel  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  use 
exertions  in  the  same  way  as  we  ought  to  do  in  gathering  in 
scholars.  I  would  invite  but  not  urge  any  one  to  enter  upon 
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such  duties.  A  teacher  who  eugages  iu  the  work  freely  is  more 
likely  to  be  the  most  faithful  worker,  but  we  ought  to  “  pray  to 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  He  will  send  forth  laborers  into 
His  harvest,”  and  the  superintendent  and  older  teachers  should 
help  and  encourage  in  every  way  possible,  those  who  come  in  to 
teach.  I  could  not  refuse  to  give  a  class  to  a  teacher  who  seemed 
to  offer  from  right  motives,  even  though  I  did  not  know  that  he 
was  a  converted  man.  We  cannot  judge  of  the  secrets  of  men’s 
hearts,  and  yet  I  would  most  earnestly  urge  conversion  of  heart 
and  personal  experience  as  the  first  and  best  qualification  for 
teaching.  The  message  the  teacher  bears  is  “come!”  its  mean¬ 
ing  is  “invitation  to  others  to  accept  a  gift  of  which  we  know  the 
value  through  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Let  him  that  heareth  say  come.” 

Another  qualification  which  we  should  seek  for  and  cultivate, 
is  intelligence,  common  sense,  wisdom  to  know  how  to  do  the 
right  thing  at  the  right  time,  “  Keep  sound  wisdom  and  discre¬ 
tion.”  “  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom”  (and  you  and  I  know  how 
often  we  do  need  it),  “  let  him  ask  of  God  ....  and  it 
shall  be  given  him.” 

The  Bible  lesson  is  that  for  which  the  school  exists,  and  all 
our  methods  and  devices  should  aim  to  promote  its  effectual 
study  and  teaching.  The  teachers,  in  preparing  it,  should  use 
every  available  means  to  become  familiar  with  all  that  the  lesson 
contains ;  he  should  employ  such  commentaries,  lesson  papers, 
dictionaries,  histories,  geography,  Ac.,  as  are  within  his  reach — 
not  so  much  to  teach  from,  as  to  fill  his  own  head  and  heart  with 
the  thoughts  and  spirit  of  the  lesson,  and  to  be  thoroughly 
prepared  upon  any  part  of  it  that  may  come  up  in  teaching ; 
learn  by  heart  all  the  verses  of  the  lesson  early  in  the  week,  and 
be  prepared  to  teach  without  the  book,  except  for  reference. 
Teachers  will  find  this  of  practical  advantage  in  giving  them 
the  opportunity  of  meditating  upon  the  lesson  many  times  during 
the  week,  when  they  might  not  be  able  to  do  so  otherwise,  and 
they  will  find  that  they  have  greater  control  over  their  classes, 
when  their  eyes  are  free  from  keeping  the  place  in  the  book,  to 
see  what  is  going  on  about  them. 

In  teaching  care  should  be  taken  not  to  weary  scholars  with  a 
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single  line  of  thought.  Set  the  same  truth  before  them  in  dif¬ 
ferent  lights.  Meet  the  needs  of  different  conditions.  We  teach 
them  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  they  may  become  “  wise  unto 
salvation/’  and  that  they  may  be  strengthened  and  built  up 
thei’eby.  In  our  zeal  for  the  one  object  let  us  not  overlook  the 
other.  It  is  a  glorious  thing  to  go  out  to  seek  and  find,  and 
bring  back  the  wandering  one,  but  the  ninety-and-nine  at  home 
must  not  be  allowed  to  starve.  Teach  simply,  but  not  too  sim¬ 
ply — not  “strong  meat”  for  the  children,  yet  nothing  less  than 
the  “sincere  milk  of  the  word.”  I  need  only  to  remind  you 
that  your  scholars  can  be  won  only  by  love. 

Teachers’  meetings  are  important,  and  should  be  held  every 
week,  if  possible.  I  think  they  should  be  held  late  in  the  week, 
not  for  the  study  of  the  lesson,  but  for  bringing  together,  into  a 
common  fund,  what  each  teacher  has  learned  of  the  lesson.  We 
have  found  profit  in  assigning  a  part  of  the  lesson  to  each 
teacher,  thus  giving  each  one  a  special  duty.  The  Teachers’ 
meetings  should  be  the  means  of  binding  the  teachers  more 
closely  together,  and  especially  of  giving  an  opportunity  for 
united  waiting  upon  the  Lord  for  His  blessing  upon  the  work. 

The  best  plan  I  know  of  for  registering  scholars,  and  keeping 
a  general  record  of  their  attendance,  is  by  giving  each  scholar  a 
card,  something  like  this : 
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The  numbers  in  the  squares  represent  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  &c.,  First- 
Days  of  the  term  of  the  school,  and  when  the  card  is  presented 
by  its  owner  the  number  for  that  date  is  punched  out,  and  the 
card  returned  to  the  scholar,  thus  giving  him  a  record  of  his  own 
attendance.  To  enable  the  (Superintendent  to  have  the  same 
record,  he  should  have  a  slip  for  each  wreek,  with  the  numbers 
1,  2,  3,  &c.,  printed  upon  it,  and  when  he  punches  the  date  from 
the  scholar’s  card,  punch  also  from  his  own  slip  the  register 
number  of  the  scholar  given  on  his  card. 

The  Library  may  be  made  a  help  to  a  school,  but  it  should 
never  be  allowed  to  take  time  and  attention  from  the  lesson. 
Let  the  scholars  choose  at  home  the  numbers  of  the  books  they 
wish,  and  write  them  upon  a  card  provided  with  spaces  for  that 
purpose ;  this  laid  inside  the  book  returned,  may  be  placed  upon 
the  librarian’s  table  before  school  commences,  and  the  new  book 
chosen  by  the  scholar  given  to  him  by  the  librarian  just  before 
the  school  is  dismissed.  I  consider  Ray’s  system  for  registration 
of  library  books  the  best.  It  is  easier  to  condemn  a  large  part 
of  the  books  that  find  their  way  into  our  libraries  than  to  say 
which  are  really  suitable  and  valuable ;  but  I  think  works  of 
science  and  history  should  take  the  place  of  many  of  the  works 
of  fiction.  Evidently  more  care  should  be  taken  in  this  direc¬ 
tion. 

The  Blackboard  should  be  used  wdien  it  can  be  done  to  ad¬ 
vantage;  for  instance,  by  writing  conspicuously  upon  it  the 
Golden  Text  for  the  day,  or  other  verses  to  be  committed  to 
memory. 

After  all,  more  depends  upon  the  teacher  than  upon  methods. 
These  may  be  very  helpful,  but  they  are  not  the  power  of  the 
school,  nor  should  they  be  allowed  to  take  the  place  of  “ prayer 
and  pains  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ .”  I  need  scarcely 
remind  you  of  the  need  for  continued  prayer  in  this  work,  but  I 
do  sometimes  think  that  we  should  take  more  thoughtful  pains 
in  it.  God  has  given  to  many  of  us  teachers  strong  bodies  and 
active  brains,  I  would  see  them  more  completely  used  for  His 
service.  “ Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work¬ 
man  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed.”  And  we  all  need  more 
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faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  faith  that  He  will  not  only  give  us  strength 
for  every  time  of  need,  but  that  He  will  bless  even  our  little  acts 
done  in  His  name,  that  “  His  words  shall  not  return  unto  Him 
void.” 

SECOND  SESSION. 

FOURTH  MONTH  EIGHTEENTH. 

The  meeting  gathered  at  the  time  appointed,  and  a  part  of 
the  Apostle  Paul’s  Epistle  to  Titus  was  read — followed  by  a 
time  of  solemn  silence  and  earnest  prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing 
upon  the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  our  friend  Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  being  now 
read,  much  satisfaction  was  expressed  with  her  presence.  It 
Avas  remarked:  It  is  cause  for  rejoicing  that  the  Lord  is  reviving 
his  Avork  among  Friends,  and  our  Christian  principles  are  being 
reneAved  Avith  their  pristine  ATigor.  Friends  in  England,  as  in 
the  early  days  of  the  society,  are  now  going  forth  into  all  parts 
of  the  Avorld.  May  the  Lord  sustain  and  extend  this  work  of 
Biblical  instruction  wherever  it  is  carried  on. 

To  this  end  Ave  may  unitedly,  as  Avell  as  in  the  quiet  of  our 
closets,  beseech  the  Lord  to  extend  his  mercy  toward  us,  and 
His  poAver  AA-ill  be  made  knoAvn,  as  Ave  in  simple  faith  look  to 
Him  and  plead  His  promises.  Prayer  should  be  a  large  element 
in  our  schools  as  Avell  as  in  our  meetings. 

The  Nominating  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year  was  appointed 
as  folloAA’S,  viz.:  William  C.  Longstreth,  Coleman  L.  Nicholson, 
Asa  S.  Wing,  Elizabeth  H.  Earnum,  Mary  Bettle,  and  Susan 
Longstreth. 

Reports  from  the  folloAving  schools  Avere  then  read,  ATiz. :  Green- 
Avay,  Exton,  NeAA’toAvn,  Bethany,  Rahway,  EdgeAvood,  Edgebrook, 
Joseph  Sturge,  and  Swarthmore. 

James  E.  Rhoads  thought  the  teachers  of  the  schools  recently 
commenced,  might  be  encouraged  by  the  results  and  influence 
exerted  by  the  older  schools.  He  adverted  particularly  to  the 
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great  value  of  Newtown  School  to  the  residents  of  that  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  to  its  effect  in  stemming  a  tide  of  Antinomianism, 
which  threatened  to  spread  amongst  them. 

Teachers  who  have  been  engaged  for  several  years  in  Bible 
instruction  may  be  tempted  to  feel  discouraged,  disheartened. 
Under  such  feelings  they  should  not  give  up  the  work,  rather 
seek  for  fresh  strength  and  courage,  review  their  course,  see 
what  might  be  mended;  if  they  are  satisfied  that  this  is  their 
calling,  let  them  therein  abide.  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well 
doing. 

Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  expressed  her  satisfaction  in  listening  to 
the  various  reports,  and  her  belief  that  religious  life  would  not 
only  grow  among  the  teachers  and  be  strong,  but  that  it  would 
become  a  power  in  the  Society  and  in  the  land.  The  work  is 
the  dear  Master’s,  let  us  go  forward  in  it. 

Joshua  L.  Baily  said  that  the  reading  of  the  Swarthmore  Re¬ 
port  brought  to  his  mind  many  pleasing  recollections  of  their 
late  Superintendent,  John  S.  Hilles.  He  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  First-Day  School  work  in  this  yearly  meeting.  We  all 
looked  to  him  for  counsel  and  encouragement  and  found  a  faith¬ 
ful  adviser.  There  were  many  dark  and  discouraging  days,  but 
with  unwavering  faith,  and  a  humble  and  prayerful  walk,  lie  was 
both  a  teacher  and  an  example  to  us  for  eleven  years. 

The  chairman  remarked  how  greatly  he  was  missed  from  this 
annual  meeting,  as  well  as  by  the  teachers  and  scholars  who  gath¬ 
ered  around  him  in  his  own  school.  Taken  from  us  in  the  vigor 
of  manhood,  can  we  doubt  that  his  Heavenly  Father,  seeing  that 
his  work  here  was  complete,  had  removed  him  to  the  haven  of 
eternal  rest? 

The  chairman  in  closing,  adverted  to  the  great  importance  of 
early  impressions.  We  owe  it  to  our  great  Creator,  to  enter 
early  upon  our  life’s  work  for  Him.  Those  who  thus  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel,  should  have  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  the  superintendents  of  schools,  while  the  teachers  in 
their  turn,  should  be  very  careful  to  lead  the  pupils  as  far  as  they 
can,  to  a  practical  religious  life.  They  should  be  encouraged 
to  seek  the  happiness  of  others,  and  to  cultivate  systematically 
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the  habit  of  giving,  it  may  be  to  the  heathen  in  distant  lands,  it 
may  be  to  those  at  our  own  doors.  We  cannot  too  early  begin  to 
help  them,  with  our  sympathy,  as  wel  1  as  our  money. 

Having  been  favored  to  transact  the  business  brought  before 
us  in  much  love,  and  greatly  encouraged  by  the  manifest  im¬ 
provement  in  the  schools  and  the  effects  upon  the  character  of 
those  who  have  partaken  of  the  benefits  therein  offered  to  them, 
and  having  enjoyed  a  sweet  feeling  of  Divine  covering  and 
blessing  upon  us,  the  meeting  separated  to  meet  at  the  usual 
time  next  year,  if  consistent  with  the  Lord’s  will. 


.AAPIPIElNnDIEiX. 


In  reading  the  following  extracts  from  the  various  reports  of 
the  schools  belonging  to  this  Association,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  statistics  have  already  been  embodied  in  the 
tabular  statement,  and  therefore  omitted  in  this  place. 

Twelth  Street  First-day  School 

continues  its  quiet  work,  with  evidence  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

The  school  is  opened  by  the  reading  of  a  short  portion  of 
Scripture,  usually  having  some  bearing  upon  the  lesson  of  the 
day;  after  which,  and  also  at  the  close  of  the  school,  we  sit  in 
silence  for  a  few  moments,  endeavoring  to  draw  near  unto  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  His  help.  At  these  times,  which  are  some¬ 
times  attended  with  vocal  prayer,  we  are  often  sensible  of  a 
solemn  covering  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  who  condescends 
to  refresh  us  together  and  to  strengthen  the  hands  too  prone  to 
weakness.  The  reverent  looks  and  bowed  heads  of  many  of 
the  little  ones,  indicate  an  appreciation  of  this  privilege. 

We  think  that  a  practical  belief  in  the  value  of  silent  waiting, 
accompanied  by  suitable  explanations  of  the  object  of  the  silence, 
will  enable  superintendents  and  teachers  to  commend  to  their 
youthful  charge  a  habit,  which  may,  under  the  Divine  blessing, 
prove  a  life-long  help. 

When  the  lessons  are  finished,  each  class  recites  in  concert  a 
text  committed  to  memory,  and  usually  some  questions  are 
asked  and  remarks  on  the  lesson  are  addressed  to  the  school  at 
large  by  the  superintendent.  In  order  that  the  texts  should  be 
(17)  2 
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more  thoroughly  learned,  each  pupil  has  been  presented  with  a 
small  album,  in  which  the  weekly  verse  is  to  be  written. 

The  “ Mission  Fund”  is  sustained,  it  has  amounted  to  $50 
and  appropriations  have  been  made  from  it;  $10  to  aid  the  work 
carried  on  at  Huntsville,  Texas;  $10  for  the  colored  poor  in 
charge  of  Alfred  H.  Jones,  at  Danville,  Virginia;  $10  for  the 
suffering  children  in  Bulgaria;  and  $15  for  Dr.  J.  D.  Garner’s 
work,  near  Maryville,  Tennessee. 

A  small  sum  was  also  expended  in  pictures  for  the  Indian 
chief,  Satanta,  now  in  prison  in  Texas ;  with  the  acknowledgement 
we  received  the  autograph  of  the  captive  chief,  printed  in  rude 
capitals  by  his  own  hand. 

The  following  letter  shows  the  disposition  of  part  of  the  above 
amount : 

Danville,  Va.,  3 — 5,  1877. 

Dear  Friend  Wm.  E.  Scull: — Thy  favor  of  the  27th  ult., 
with  cash  inclosure  from  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  Twelfth 
Street  First  Day  School  came  duly  to  hand  and  was  welcomed 
with  much  pleasure.  Will  the  school  and  its  officers  please  ac¬ 
cept  my  grateful  acknowledgment  on  behalf  of  the  colored 
people  for  this  generous  benefaction  which  has  already  brought 
joy  and  comfort  to  several  in  misfortune  and  adversity.  Only  a 
few  hours  after  I  received  your  bounty,  as  the  day  was  wasting 
away  and  the  darkness  of  the  night  coming  on,  two  little  bare¬ 
foot  children  in  tattered  clothes,  came  to  my  gate  and  said, 
“Father  is  sick  and  wants  you  to  come  and  see  him.”  It  was 
a  chilly  evening,  the  ground  was  muddy  and  their  feet  were  cold. 
A  long  walk  brought  us  to  their  miserable  home  of  one  room 
about  twelve  feet  square,  situated  in  a  low  damp  place.  It  was 
very  open,  full  of  yawning  cracks,  without  any  window,  and  with 
little  furniture  besides  a  bed.  Here  lived  a  family  of  six  per¬ 
sons — a  father,  step-mother  and  four  small  children,  the  father 
sick  in  bed  with  consumption  since  the  cold  spell  at  Christmas* 
They  told  me  there  had  been  many  days  during  the  winter  they 
had  not  tasted  bread,  and  were  now  without  anything  to  eat  or 
medicine  for  the  sick  man,  and  were  in  trouble,  not  knowing 
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what  to  do.  So  pathetic  was  this  appeal  I  could  not  well  resist 
it,  and  at  once  expended  $2.10  of  the  money  you  sent  for  the 
comfort  of  this  family  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing 
such  gratitude  as  is  not  easily  described. 

In  an  adjoining  room,  ecpially  poor  and  comfortless,  another 
sad  spectacle  was  seen  of  a  sick  woman  and  dying  child  in  one 
miserable  cot.  The  only  eatable  thing  in  the  house  was  a  little 
corn  meal.  $1  was  spent  for  such  things  as  were  necessary  to 
nourish  the  sick  woman.  Lastly  Henry  Duke  and  his  wife  were 
called  on,  a  couple  of  people  in  the  evening  of  life  so  afflicted 
with  rheumatism  as  to  be  nearly  helpless,  and  so  poor  as  to  be 
nearly  dependent  on  the  charity  of  others,  and  who  accepted  of 
one  dollar  as  a  token  of  Providential  remembrance.  The  bal¬ 
ance  of  your  money  has  been  expended  in  shoes  for  the  special 
benefit  of  children  who  have  never  attended  Sabbath  School,  but 
who  being  shod  can  be  gathered  in.  The  two  little  children 
alluded  to  above  are  about  eight  and  ten  years  of  age,  are  bright, 
intelligent  little  creatures,  but  had  never  attended  any  kind  of  a 
school  and  did  not  know  a  letter.  We  put  new  shoes  and  good 
clothes  on  them  and  yesterday,  for  the  first  time,  they  came  to 
the  Sabbath  School,  and  this  morning  to  the  day  school,  joyful 
and  happy  as  hearts  can  be. 

Thus  the  dear  children  of  Twelfth  Street  may  realize  that 
their  money  is  being  a  blessing  to  those  who  know  what  it  is  to 
drink  from  sorrow’s  bitter  cup.  These  poor  children’s  mother 
is  in  her  grave  and  their  fond  father  will  soon  lie  there  too. 

Sincerely  thy  friend, 

A.  H.  Jones. 

Our  report  would  be  incomplete  without  allusion  to  the  in¬ 
gathering  to  the  heavenly  garner  of  some  precious  fruits  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

Within  the  last  year  three,  whose  faces  were  once  welcome  and 
familiar  in  our  classes,  have  passed,  as  we  thankfully  believe, 
from  their  earthly  homes  to  the  blessed  mansions  above. 

One  of  them  went  hence  in  early  boyhood.  His  kindness  and 
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gentle  care  in  the  household  circle  and  among  his  young  com¬ 
panions  have  left  a  sweet  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends. 
Loving  words,  recalled  by  one  of  these,  show  that  when  his  sen¬ 
sitive  conscience  told  him  that  he  had  not  done  quite  right,  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  seeking  forgiveness  in  prayer  that  his  peace 
might  be  restored.  In  days  of  health  he  could  say,  “I  should 
not  he  afraid  to  die;”  and  those  who  loved  him  have  the  conso¬ 
lation  of  believing  that  he  fell  “asleep  in  Jesus,”  and  is  now 
forever  with  the  Lord. 

Another  to  whom  we  have  referred  was  on  the  verge  of  man¬ 
hood.  For  several  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  punctual,  atten¬ 
tive  and  hopeful  of  our  scholars,  but  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  connection  with  our  school  on  entering;  a  college  at  some  dis- 
tance  from  the  city.  There  his  conduct  won  the  respect  and 
love  of  his  fellow-students,  and  the  good  seed  sown  in  his  heart 
by  the  Great  Husbandman  was  evidently  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 
Last  summer  he  was  seized  with  typhoid  fever,  and  as  the 
disease  progressed  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  thoughts  were 
turned  to  the  probability  that  he  might  not  recover.  He  was  an 
orphan — neither  father  nor  mother  was  left  to  watch  over  his 
dying  bed.  But  other  loving  relatives  were  around  him,  and  on 
the  last  day  but  one  of  his  earthly  life  he  turned  with  wistful 
face  to  one  who  was  beside  him,  and  said,  “Auntie,  does  Jesus 
love  me?”  “He  loves  all  His  dear  children,”  she  assured  him. 
“  But  my  faith  is  so  weak,”  was  his  reply.  After  a  pause  he 
clasped  his  hands  upon  his  breast,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes,  uttered 
in  his  enfeebled  voice  a  simple,  earnest  prayer  to  the  Lord  Jesns, 
and  then  added,  “  My  faith  is  a  little  stronger.” 

The  third  referred  to  above  had  been  for  many  years  a  faithful 
attender  of  our  school,  and  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the 
clear  teaching  of  Gospel  truths.  Her  last  illness  was  very  short, 
and  she  passed  quietly,  in  her  sleep,  through  “death’s  dark  por¬ 
tal  ;”  but  we  reverently  believe  it  was  to  awaken  in  the  presence 
of  the  Saviour  whom  she  loved. 

How  precious  is  the  thought  of  these  three,  enjoying  the  reali¬ 
zation  of  the  assurance,  “  In  Thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy  at 
Thy  right  hand,  there  are  pleasures  forever  more.” 
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Officers. 

Edward  L.  Scull,  .  .  .  Superintendent. 

Bartholomew  W.  Beesley,  .  .  Treasurer. 


Susan  Longstreth, 
Mary  Bettle, 

Anna  M.  Ellicott, 
Anna  B.  Troth, 


Teachers. 

Rachel  S.  Ashbridge, 
Lucy  Branson, 

Susan  G.  Shipley, 
Rebecca  M.  Nicholson. 


SwARTHMORE  MISSION  FlRST-DAY  SCHOOL. 


Held  at  918  Locust  Street. 


The  school  has  been  held  on  each  First-Day  afternoon  the 
past  year,  except  during  the  summer,  when  the  officers  and 
teachers  have  endeavored  to  retain  the  interest  of  the  scholars  by 
holding  meetings  once  a  month.  These  gatherings  are  very 
similar  to  those  held  at  the  close  of  school  during  the  winter, 
and  are  opened  by  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture,  followed  gene¬ 
rally  by  some  remarks  on  the  passage  selected,  and  an  opportu¬ 
nity  is  then  allowed  for  singing  hymns,  prayer  or  silent  waiting 
upon  the  Lord,  as  His  Holy  Spirit  may  direct.  The  testimony 
of  those  who  meet  together  is  oftentimes  very  helpful,  and,  even 
when  our  meetings  are  small,  we  have  gratefully  realized  the 
declaration,  “  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My 
name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.”  The  classes  of  adults 
still  continue  to  be  well  attended,  many  of  whom  seem  very  de¬ 
sirous  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  of  increas¬ 
ing  their  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  is  very  instruc¬ 
tive  to  observe  the  faithful  performance  of  what  many  of  them 
consider  a  religious  duty,  in  thus  coming  with  their  little  children, 
and  early  training  them  to  a  love  of  their  Saviour,  who  said, 
“  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  Me,  and  forbid  them  not, 
for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

One  of  our  teachers,  looking  up  an  old  scholar,  found  her  and 
her  family  in  great  need  of  help,  her  husband  having  been  out  of 
work  for  nearly  four  months,  and  the  little  sum  of  money  they  had 
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succeeded  in  saving  having  been  spent  during  sickness  in  the 
family.  Although  so  needy,  they  were  unwilling  to  make  their 
wants  known,  but  the  poor  woman  had  carried  her  trouble  to 
H  im,  who  has  said,  “  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive.”  She  spoke  of 
one  day  very  feelingly,  when,  with  no  food  in  the  house,  her  only 
hope  was  in  Jesus,  and  through  the  long  hours  she  was  in  a  con¬ 
stantly  prayerful  state  until,  as  evening  approached,  and  still  no 
relief,  she  realized  more  and  more  her  dependence  upon  her 
Saviour.  Then  came  a  knock  at  the  door,  and  opening  it,  she 
found  a  basket  of  groceries  on  the  step,  with  no  name,  merely 
the  words,  “  Fi'om  a  Friend.” 

The  intermediate  classes  are  progressing  with  good  results,  and 
increasing  interest  is  manifest,  as  witnessed  by  their  improved 
behavior  and  regular  attendance.  Most  of  them  come  a  long 
distance,  and  are  seldom  absent.  We  believe  the  seed  is  largely 
sown  in  good  ground.  The  children  in  the  infant  class  usually 
display  much  interest  in  the  lesson,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  by  some  of  them,  the  instruction  gained  from  it  is  not  only 
remembered,  but  practised  during  the  week.  One  of  these  little 
children,  after  having  repeatedly  begged  her  mother  to  come 
with  her  to  the  Sabbath-school,  was  at  last  successful,  and,  with 
her  little  face  beaming  with  delight,  led  her  one  afternoon  into 
the  room.  The  usual  Christmas  festival  in  the  winter,  and  the 
picnic  in  the  summer,  have  both  afforded  much  pleasure  to  the 
scholars,  especially  the  day  passed  in  the  country.  It  is  quite 
touching  to  witness  their  innocent  delight  at  the  sight  of  the  blue 
sky,  the  beautiful  trees  and  wild  flowers. 

The  sewing  school,  for  women  and  children,  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  satisfactory  results.  The  afternoon  spent  in  this 
way  presents  an  opportunity  for  the  teachers  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  every-day  wants  of  the  scholars,  while  it 
seems  to  strengthen  the  bonds  that  unite  us  together. 

It  was  with  heavy  hearts  that  we  re-opened  our  school  the 
past  fall,  for,  during  the  summer  vacation  we  met  with  the 
greatest  bereavement  any  First-Day  school  can  experience, 
namely,  the  death  of  our  much-beloved  Superintendent,  John  S. 
Hilles.  He  was  one  whom  to  know  was  to  love,  and  as  the  sad 
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news  spread  from  one  to  another,  the  tear-stained  cheek  and  ex¬ 
pressions  of  grief,  in  even  the  youngest  of  our  scholars,  spoke  of 
the  deep  atfection  with  which  all  regarded  him.  All  the  teachers 
leaned  upon  him,  while  at  the  same  time  he  invariably  pointed 
them  to  that  strength  and  power  to  which  he  gave  all  the  glory. 
The  bright  welcome  of  his  face  and  the  warm  shake  of  his  hand, 
which  were  always  ready  for  teachers  and  scholars,  gave  encour¬ 
agement  to  all,  and  many  of  us  gratefully  acknowledge  the  many 
times  he  has  helped  us  by  his  earnestness,  his  clear  mind  and  the 
warm  sunshine  of  his  love.  Superintendent  of  the  school  for 
eleven  years,  he  studied  with  the  teachers  at  his  house  each 
Second-Day  evening  the  lesson  for  the  following  First-Day,  and 
once  a  month,  more  particularly,  considered  the  interests  of  the 
school.  He  was  ever  ready  to  further  any  plans  for  reforming 
our  scholars  or  encouraging  them  to  help  themselves.  Weekly 
prayer  meetings  with  them  at  their  homes,  temperance  meetings 
and  the  Mutual  Aid  Association  were  a  few  of  the  means  warmly 
and  actively  encouraged  by  him,  and  in  times  of  trouble  the 
scholars  were  sure  of  his  sympathy.  He  rests  from  his  labors, 
he  cannot  return  to  us,  but  we  trust  we  may  all  meet  above, 
where  there  shall  be  no  separation,  in  that  heavenly  city,  so  beau¬ 
tifully  described  in  the  following  lines  of  his  favorite  hymn  : 

Jerusalem  the  golden, 

With  milk  and  honey  blest, 

Beneath  thy  contemplation 
Sink  heart  and  voice  opprest. 

There  is  the  throne  of  David, 

And  there  from  toil  released, 

The  shout  of  them  that  triumph, 

The  song  of  them  that  feast. 


Officers. 

Richard  Wood, 

Franklin  E.  Paige,  . 

Edward  Bettle,  Jr.,  . 

Morris  W.  Stroud, 

Clinton  D.  E.  Eisenhower, 


Superintendent. 

Secretary. 

Treasurer. 

Librarian. 

Asst.  Libranan. 
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Teachers. 


Mary  Branson, 

Sarah  Cadbury, 
Joseph  Iv.  Cal  ley, 
Matilda  Ellison, 
Rebecca  F.  Fenimore, 
Lydia  E.  Gillingham, 
Elizabeth  Joliffe, 
Lindsay  S.  Jones, 
Elizabeth  E.  Masters, 


Henrietta  W.  Pearsall 
Ambrose  Smith, 
Phoebe  J.  Williams, 
Elizabeth  C.  Winn, 


Lydia  S.  Winn, 
Hannah  Tatum. 


Cornelia  B.  Maule, 
Anna  Morris, 

Sal  lie  R.  Oat, 


St.  Mary  Street  Mission  School  for  Colored  Adults. 

The  St.  Mary  Street  Mission  School  for  colored  adults  presents 
the  following  report:  With  the  exception  of  the  usual  summer 
intermission  of  four  months,  the  school  has  held  its  weekly 
meetings  during  the  year. 

Since  the  retiring  of  the  late  superintendent  and  founder  of 
the  school,  John  M.  Whitall,  in  the  fourth  month  of  last  year, 
Thomas  McCandless  has  superintended  the  exercises  very  accept¬ 
ably.  In  sending  in  our  report  we  desire  to  acknowledge  our 
thankfulness  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  has  continued  to  own 
our  work  with  His  blessing,  and  as  we  have  gathered  together 
week  after  week  we  have  been  favored  to  realize  the  presence  of 
the  Master  with  us,  and  to  know  the  truth  of  the  promise  “Where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name,  there  am  I  in 
the  midst  of  them.”  There  is  much  of  interest  connected  with 
the  weekly  meetings  which  might  be  reported,  yet  we  find  the 
larger  share  of  success  in  the  work  is  owing  to  the  faithful  labors 
of  one  of  our  teachers,  who  visits  from  house  to  house  with 
the  Bible  in  her  hand  and  the  love  of  Christ  in  her  heart,  and 
endeavors  to  bring  home  as  a  personal  reality  to  the  soul,  the 
truths  taught  in  the  school.  During  the  past  winter  the  extreme 
cold  and  the  scarcity  of  employment,  brought  upon  this  visitor 
greatly  increased  anxiety  for  the  temporal  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  scholars;  but  notwithstanding  their  extreme 
poverty,  many  have  said  that  it  seemed  as  if  they  could  endure 
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suffering  with  patience  as  they  surely  had  Christ  in  their  hearts. 
For  some  time  past  our  visitor  has  had  a  meeting  for  the  mothers 
at  the  house  of  one  of  their  number  each  week,  when  her  health 
would  permit,  when  garments  and  orders  for  coal  were  distributed, 
some  at  half  their  cost  and  many  gratuitously.  We  would  here 
also  most  gratefully  acknowledge  our  thanks  for  assistance  from 
generous  friends,  without  which  aid  we  fear  many  would  have 
greatly  suffered.  There  have  been  six  deaths  in  the  school  of 
persons  who  all  gave  evidence  that  they  had  a  home  prepared 
and  waiting  for  them  in  the  better  land. 


Officer. 

Thomas  McCandless, 


Superinten  dent. 


Teachers. 


Edward  B.  Kaighn, 
John  Smallzell, 

Harry  Hamilton, 
Lewis  L.  Forbes, 
Frank  Pollock, 
Edward  H.  Eldridge, 


Mary  Madera, 
Georgia  Baldwin, 
Lydia  Baldwin, 
Lily  Tripps, 
Anna  Jennings, 
Mary  Wilcox. 


Agnes  Bell, 
Annie  Idell, 
Blanche  Jones. 


Woodbury  School. 

In  offering  our  report  we  desire  to  acknowledge  the  boundless 
love  and  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  throughout  the  past  year 
in  keeping  us  a  united  little  company,  loving  the  study  of  His 
Word. 

Our  Bible  class  has  been  conducted  as  in  past  years,  by  fol¬ 
lowing  the  course  of  the  International  Lessons,  one  of  our  num¬ 
ber  taking  charge  of  the  class,  having  selected  some  texts  bear¬ 
ing  with  interest  upon  the  lesson,  other  members  being  free  to 
add  others  and  to  give  any  thoughts  called  up  by  the  subject 
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before  them.  At  the  close,  golden  texts  and  topics  for  medita¬ 
tion  are  given  and  a  suitable  chapter  read.  Our  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  is  usually  at  the  house  of  an  invalid  member,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  about  eighteen.  We  think  this  little  band  follow  the  lessons 
with  a  lively  interest,  and  we  trust  with  a  degree  of  spiritual 
life  and  growth. 

With  great  pleasure  we  also  report  the  opening  of  a  First- 
day  School  for  children.  Having  gained  the  use  of  an  upper 
room  in  the  Friends’  School  House,  a  small  school  was  started 
a  few  weeks  since,  mostly  of  Friends’  children,  fourteen  in  all, 
with  three  teachers.  And  although  scarcely  well  established 
yet,  still  we  feel  much  encouraged,  by  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  scholars  and  by  some  Friends  in  the  school,  to  hope  it  will 
increase  in  size  and  do  a  good  work,  and  we  would  earnestly 
desire  for  it  the  prayerful  interest  of  our  friends. 

On  behalf  of  the  class, 

Elizabeth  B.  Stokes, 
W.  P.  Willets. 

Woodbury,  N.  J.,  Fourth  mo.  4th,  1877. 


Joseph  Stuege  Mission  School,  No.  918  Locust  Steeet. 

In  making  another  annual  report,  we  can  thankfully  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  there  is  much  to  encourage  us,  and  to  confirm  us  in 
the  belief  that  our  efforts  are  not  altogether  in  vain. 

During  the  time  since  the  summer  vacation,  eighty-six  per 
cent,  of  the  attending  scholars  have  been  punctual,  that  is,  in 
their  places  at  the  opening  of  the  school  at  half  past  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  interesting  to  see  the  old  people 
as  well  as  the  children  so  intent  upon  getting  their  “punctual 
marks”  upon  their  cards.  We  have  one  family  in  the  school 
represented  by  three  children,  their  father  and  mother  and  their 
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two  grandmothers,  all  of  whom  are  regular  in  their  attendance. 
Several  parents  come  with  their  children,  and  in  most  such  cases, 
the  children  have  come  first,  and  afterwards  brought  older  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  family. 

Friends  who  have  so  kindly  contributed  to  the  several  funds 
for  the  support  of  the  school  will  be  interested  to  know  that 
their  help  has  been  appreciated.  More  than  a  usual  number 
partook  of  the  coffee  and  rolls  provided  during  the  coldest 
weather  for  those  who  wished  them  before  school ;  sometimes 
more  than  one  hundred  scholars  being  supplied. 

On  account  of  the  increased  danger  of  accident  in  taking  the 
scholars  to  the  Park  for  an  excursion  at  the  usual  time  last  sum¬ 
mer,  the  teachers  decided  to  furnish  them  instead,  with  tickets 
good  for  an  entrance  to  the  Zoological  Garden,  for  their  car  fare 
to  and  from,  and  for  a  lunch  while  there.  Nearly  two  hundred 
went,  and  many  of  them  spent  nearly  the  whole  day;  all  seemed 
to  enjoy  it  as  a  great  treat,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  the  teachers 
to  have  the  testimony  from  the  officers  of  the  Garden  that  the 
scholars  gave  them  no  trouble  at  all.  The  expense  was  about 
the  same  as  for  the  usual  excursion. 

The  library  of  the  school  has  been  largely  used,  being  enjoyed 
by  the  scholars,  and  often  by  members  of  their  families  who  do 
not  attend  the  school.  We  have  added  but  few  new  books  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  teachers’  reports  of  their  classes  are  in  many  respects  en¬ 
couraging.  A  member  of  the  adult  class  told  his  teacher  “he 
loved  to  come  to  school  so  much  that  he  could  scarcely  think  of 
anything  else  all  the  week,  he  was  so  anxious  for  the  day  to  come 
round.”  Another  said  “  she  often  received  strength  at  school 
which  helped  her  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  week.”  One  of  the 
women  said  that  “she  was  hesitating  about  going  out  to  service 
for  fear  she  would  not  be  able  to  attend  the  school.”  The  teacher 
of  this  class  further  reports,  “Out  of  the  large  class  I  have,  I 
know  of  but  one  case  I  really  feel  to  be  discouraging — therefore, 
I  wish  to  extend  to  all  that  are  working  amoung  the  poor  a  word 
of  encouragement.  Although  it  does  recpiire  prayer  and  a  great 
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deal  of  patient  waiting  and  watching,  I  feel  sure  we  will  at  last 
see  the  fruits  of  our  labors.” 

1  he  teachers  of  our  primary  class  make  the  following  report : 
“  \Y  ith  an  average  attendance  of  about  fifty,  and  more  lately 
seventy,  we  have  sometimes  had  between  ninety  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  little  ones,  many  of  them  very  restless  and  full  of  mischief. 
With  such  a  large  class  it  is  difficult  to  accomplish  much  visit¬ 
ing,  and  yet  whenever  we  do  get  to  see  them,  we  are  encouraged 
to  keep  on  teaching.  One  little  fellow  was  so  sick  one  day  that 
his  mother  felt  afraid  to  let  him  come  to  school,  but  she  yielded 
to  his  entreaties  when  he  said  ‘he  did  want  so  much  to  see  his 
teacher.’  Another  little  boy  was  just  beginning  to  feel  jealous, 
lie  said,  because  his  sister’s  teacher  had  been  to  see  her,  but  he 
knew  ‘his  teacher  would  come  soon.’  It  was  when  she  did  go, 
a  day  or  two  after,  that  she  found  how  much  her  little  scholar 
wanted  her  to  come.  If  we  look  back  for  months  instead  of 
weeks  we  are  encouraged,  but  we  find  that  our  teaching  has  to 
be  very,  very  simple  for  the  minds  of  our  little  ones  to  take  it 
in  at  all,  and  even  then  it  often  times  seems  as  though  our  efforts 
were  in  vain.  But  when  we  see  one  or  another  moving  away 
from  a  little  companion  who  is  tempting  them  to  play  or  talk 
during  school  hours,  we  take  fresh  courage.  And  so  we  teach 
one  week  after  another,  remembering  the  work  is  not  ours, 
neither  are  the  results,  but  all  His,  in  whose  vineyard  we  rejoice 
in  being  allowed  to  work,  praying  always  for  His  blessing.” 

One  teacher  speaks  of  two  of  her  girls  who  are  church-mem¬ 
bers,  that  are  in  the  habit  on  their  return  home,  of  talking  over 
the  lesson  to  their  mothers,  and  explaining  it  as  far  as  they  can, 
thus  extending  the  influence  of  the  school.  Another  teacher  of 
whose  class  of  eleven  boys  she  has  reason  to  believe  seven  are 
Christians,  states  the  interesting  fact  that  in  several  instances 
when  a  little  reproof  to  some  one  of  the  Christian  boys  was 
needed,  the  private  reminder  that  his  behavior  was  not  such  as 
would  please  his  Lord,  has  seemed  sufficient  to  lead  to  the  de¬ 
sired  improvement. 

Of  one  scholar,  her  teacher  says  “that  although  she  has  been 
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living  with  an  irreligious  family,  and  often  kept  from  attending 
a  place  of  worship,  she  is  a  good  girl,  and  I  believe  a  consistent 
Christian;  her  example  has  been  helpful  to  the  class.” 

Another  teacher  speaks  of  a  boy  in  his  class  who  has  neither 
father  nor  mother  nor  any  friend  to  instruct  him,  who  is  very 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  the  school,  and  much  interested  in 
his  lessons ;  his  teacher  believes  that  he  has  been  converted  and 
that  he  is  trying  to  live  a  Christian  life. 

An  old  woman  said  to  a  teacher  who  was  visiting  one  of  her 

class,  “  Miss - ,  my  boy  is  doing  better  than  I  ever  thought 

he  would,  and  is  a  help  to  me.” 

One  girl  said  that  every  time  she  came  to  the  school  she 
learned  something  new". 

The  teacher  of  another  class  says,  “I  have  found  it  a  great 
help  to  pray  for  my  scholars  individually  and  let  them  know 
that  I  do  so.  It  encourages  them  to  pray  for  themselves,  and  I 
have  almost  invariably  found  a  difference  in  them  when  they 
do  so.” 

Comparing  the  condition  of  our  school  now  with  that  of  a 
year  ago,  we  believe  that  it  has  made  some  progress,  but  when 
we  think  of  how  much  more  ought  to  be  done,  we  are  tempted 
sometimes  to  be  discouraged,  especially  in  regard  to  the  lack  of 
attention  and  want  of  reverence  in  some  of  the  children,  and  in 
that  they  still  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  precious  invitations  of  the 
Gospel.  But  we  do  earnestly  desire  to  do  our  part  aright,  being 
fully  persuaded  that  if  we  are  faithful  in  sowing  the  good  seed, 
the  Lord  will  bless  the  springing  thereof,  and  give  the  increase 
in  His  own  way  and  time.  That  He  has  blessed  us  in  the  work 
we  cannot  doubt,  and  we  reverently  ask  that  He  will  bless  the 
school  yet  more  abundantly. 


Asa  S.  Wing, 

Stephen  R.  Wing,  Jr., 


xers. 


Superintendent. 

Librarian. 
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Teachers. 


Samuel  H.  Troth, 
Elizabeth  W.  Perot, 
Anne  F.  Paul, 

Mary  Troth, 

Sarah  J.  Troth, 
Anna  M.  Richards, 
Elizabeth  C.  Winn, 
Letitia  P.  Huston, 
David  T.  Way, 
Abby  Newhall, 


Mary  Wm.  Perot, 
Mary  C.  Nicholson, 
Lydia  C.  Lowry, 
Elizabeth  Zook, 

Jane  D.  Zook, 

Lydia  S.  Winn, 

Jane  J.  Wetherell, 
Sarah  E.  Marshall, 
Lydia  E.  Gillingham, 
Wm.  M.  Steere, 


Anna  Morris. 


Germantown — E.  P.  Smith’s  Bible  Class. 

We  still  find  that  the  practice  of  having  the  scholars  prepare 
and  give  the  lesson  has  been  very  much  blessed,  both  to  the 
class  and  to  the  persons  themselves.  Several  subjects  for  prayer 
have  come  before  us  in  an  especial  manner,  and  we  have  been 
very  much  encouraged  by  direct  answers  to  some  of  these,  in 
several  cases  at  least,  resulting  in  the  conversion  of  the  persons 
prayed  for. 

W  e  are  all  united  in  believing  our  season  of  prayer  at  the  end 
of  the  lesson  to  be  particularly  beneficial,  and  essential  to  our 
spiritual  strength  and  welface. 

The  freedom  of  expression  allowed  and  the  total  absence  of 
formality  in  the  class,  offer  especial  opportunities  for  that  free 
confession  which  is  such  an  assistance  to  all  Christians. 

We  rely  entirely  on  the  Holy  Spirit  for  guidance,  and,  as  is 
always  the  case  with  those  who  trust  in  Him,  we  have  been  led 
by  still  waters  and  made  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures. 

We  have  not  taken  up  the  International  Lessons,  but  it  has 
always  been  our  plan  to  leave  the  choice  of  the  lesson  to  the 
person  who  is  going  to  give  it,  and  in  this  way  many  lessons 
have  been  given  by  pupils  who  are  especially  interested  in  their 
subjects. 

Ivy  Lodge,  Third  mo.  8th,  1877. 
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Edgewood  First-Day  School. 

The  international  system  of  lessons  is  satisfactorily  continued, 
and  the  general  adoption  of  this  system,  which  is  a  mutual  tie 
binding  the  various  Bible  Schools  of  the  Church  together  in  their 
common  interest  in  the  Scriptures  is  occasion  for  thankfulness. 

While  there  may  not  have  been  that  extent  of  spiritual  life 
and  growth  manifest  in  the  school  which  we  would  rejoice  to  have 
seen,  the  general  elevating  influence  it  has  exerted  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  among  families  which  have  greatly  neglected  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  places  of  worship  is  encouraging,  and  we  hope  may  pave 
the  way  for  a  more  general  and  full  acceptance  by  the  scholars 
of  Christ  as  their  Saviour. 


Officers. 

James  Taylor,  .  .  Superintendent. 

M.  S.  Hinchman,  .  .  Librarian. 


Teachers. 


Joseph  W.  Taylor, 
Mary  E.  Taylor, 


Wm.  S.  Taylor, 
Emily  Smith, 
Julia  Smith. 


Sarah  M.  Taylor, 
Charles  S.  Taylor, 


Near  Burlington,  N.  J.  3d  month  10th,  1877. 


Rahway  First-Day  School. 

Friends’  First-Day  School  of  Rahway,  is  held  in  the  school¬ 
room  in  their  meeting-house,  on  Irving  Street. 

It  opened  the  beginning  of  11th  month,  1876,  with  seven 
scholars,  who  continued  to  attend  until  the  new  year,  when  seve¬ 
ral  cases  of  scarletina  appeared,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  ad¬ 
journ  the  school  until  the  fear  of  the  disease  should  subside. 
We  resumed  the  school  the  First  day  of  3d  month  ;  but  have  since 
been  unable  to  gather  all  the  little  flock  together.  I  am  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  give  such  a  poor  report  of  our  work,  for  we  have 
two  efficient  teachers,  who  are  quite  capable  of  instructing  many 
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more  pupils.  We  sometimes  feel  discouraged  at  seeing  so  little 
fruit  from  our  labors,  but  we  trust  we  are  not  forgotten  by  Him 
who  seetli  the  secrets  of  all  hearts,  and  “  who  knoweth  our 
frame  and  remembereth  we  are  dust.” 

Officers. 

Martha  S.  Shotwell,  .  .  Superintendent. 

Rahway,  3d  month  26th,  1877. 


Muncy  First-day  School. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  school  is  the  com¬ 
pany  of  young  teachers  engaged  in  the  work  this  year. 

Some  of  our  classes  had  become  so  large  that  it  was  necessary 
to  divide  them,  thus  requiring  more  new  teachers. 

In  one  class  of  girls  there  were  some  who  had  grown  up  in 
the  school,  had  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  of 
school  routine,  and  it  was  thought  better  to  select  the  new  teach¬ 
ers  from  their  number. 

The  result  has  been  an  increased  interest  in  the  lessons  on  the 
part  of  the  scholars  and  a  very  regular  attendance. 

These  young  teachers  seem  to  appreciate  their  responsibilities 
and  to  value  the  confidence  placed  in  them. 

Our  Bible  class  has  been  especially  successful,  it  has  frequently 
numbered  twenty-five — the  number  enrolled  being  thirty-eight. 
It  is  a  mixed  class  of  men  and  women,  and  one  that  is  usually 
very  uncertain  and  difficult  to  keep  together,  but  this  season 
they  have  attended  steadily  and  manifested  much  interest. 

The  library  has  been  considerably  improved.  It  was  revised 
before  the  school  opened,  about  sixty  of  the  old  books  were 
taken  out  and  their  places  supplied  with  new  and  more  attractive 
ones;  care  being  taken  in  the  selection. 

We  have  adopted  a  new  library  system  which  has  proved 
very  helpful  in  expediting  the  work  of  the  librarian. 

It  is  for  each  scholar  to  have  a  card  as  well  as  a  catalogue — 
the  number  of  the  books  to  be  chosen  at  home  and  placed  on  the 
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card,  and  the  returned  book  with  the  card  in  it,  laid  on  the 
library  table,  on  entering  school.  The  distribution  is  made  at 
the  close  of  school,  and  as  several  numbers  are  placed  on  the 
card  some  book  is  sure  to  be  in.  Formerly  the  numbers  chosen 
at  home  were  marked  in  the  class-book  by  the  teacher,  which 
occupied  several  minutes. 

We  do  not  offer  any  premium  for  attendance  or  lessons,  for 
our  scholars  seem  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  coming,  and  lessons 
seldom  fail  to  be  learned. 

We  have  very  few  late  scholars  or  absent  teachers. 

One  scholar  said  to  her  teacher  one  day,  that  coming  to  the 
class  was  the  brightest  spot  in  the  week  to  her  and  she  looked 
forward  to  it  with  delight. 

The  questions  continue  to  be  very  much  liked,  but  we  now 
have  them  every  other  First-day,  and  on  the  intermediate  days 
texts  are  recited. 

There  have  been  two  temperance  meetings  held  during  the 
summer  under  the  care  of  members  of  the  school,  which  were 
largely  attended  by  scholars  and  people  of  the  neighborhood; 
after  some  pointed  remarks  and  reading  thirty-three  signed  the 
pledge  at  the  first  meeting,  and  nineteen  at  the  second,  and  some 
have  asked  for  the  pledge  since  and  have  signed  their  names. 
We  think  this  will  be  of  great  use  to  some  of  the  young  men 
and  boys  as  they  have  many  strong  temptations  to  intemperance. 

Our' school  is  not  kept  up  without  some  expense,  but  is  by 
private  contribution  at  the  time  things  are  needed,  and  not  by 
subscription. 

Our  papers  this  year  were  “Heavenly  Tidings,”  “Temper¬ 
ance  Banner,”  and  “Morning  Light,”  (a  small  double  paper,) 
and  for  teachers  the  “  Sunday  School  World  ”  and  “  Sunday  School 
Times”  taken  by  some  teachers. 

Though  our  school  is  certainly  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  all 
its  members  and  friends  deeply  interested  in  it,  we  do  not  mention 
the  incidents  connected  with  it  in  any  boastful  spirit,  but  with  a 
feeling  of  great  thankfulness  that  our  kind  Heavenly  Father 
has  blessed  our  efforts  and  that  nothing  has  ever  occurred  to  mar 
the  perfect  harmony  that  exists  among  us. 
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Officers. 


James  Ecroyd, 

S.  E.  Marshall, 
Henry  Ecroyd,  Jr. 


Superintendent. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Librarian. 


Teachers. 


Pliebe  Anna  Mendenhall 


Lillie  Mendenhall, 
Ellen  Whitacre, 
Levi  Priest, 

Susan  L.  Haines, 
Josephine  Winner, 


Henry  E.  Haines, 
Elizabeth  Masters, 
Sarah  E.  Marshall, 
Hattie  Masters, 


Mary  H.  Ecroyd. 


Bethany  Mission,  foe  Colobed  People. 

It  was  decided  to  close  the  school  during  the  7th  and  8th 
months,  but  some  of  the  teachers  and  scholars  expressing  their 
regret  at  this,  the  school  was  opened  each  First-day  and  there  was 
much  interest  manifested,  with  an  average  of  50  scholars  and  5 
teachers,  those  attending  felt  blessed  for  the  effort. 

The  Fifth-Day  Evening  Bible  Meetings  have  been  kept  up 
except  during  the  7th  and  8th  months,  with  increasing  interest, 
and  we  think  with  good  results.  There  was  quite  a  lively  spiri¬ 
tual  interest  during  the  early  summer,  several  of  our  scholars 
publicly  confessing  their  need  of  a  Saviour,  who  have  since  united 
with  the  Church. 

The  Band  of  Hope  Temperance  Meetings  have  been  held  once 
a  month,  and  we  now  number  about  350,  most  of  whom  remain 
firm  to  the  pledge  they  have  taken.  The  secretary  of  these  meet¬ 
ings  is  always  one  of  the  scholars,  and  quite  a  number  of  them 
take  part  in  the  exercises. 

The  Sewing  School,  which  had  been  held  during  the  winter 
for  several  years,  was  omitted  this  year,  but  about  the  usual 
number  of  garments  were  made  by  the  teachers  and  friends  of 
the  Mission,  and  distributed  to  those  needing  them. 

The  Saving  Fund,  which  is  now  an  institution  in  our  school, 
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has  proved  a  great  advantage  to  our  scholars  who  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  it,  and  they  think  they  will  be  more  careful  than  ever, 
saving  during  the  summer,  to  have  it  to  draw  upon  during  the 
winter,  when  work  is  slack. 

Several  of  our  scholars  during  the  year,  have  passed  from 
works  to  rewards,  in  one  or  more  of  which  cases,  the  faithful 
labors  of  concerned  teachers  were  rewarded  by  confessions  of 
sins  pardoned  through  redeeming  grace. 

As  on  other  annual  occasions,  we  acknowledge  the  goodness 
and  mercy  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  in  His  dealings  with  us  as 
a  school,  and  with  desires  for  a  continuance  of  His  blessings,  re¬ 
consecrate  ourselves  to  His  service. 

On  behalf  of  the  Mission. 

Marcelltts  Balderston,  Sup’t. 

William  H.  Garrigues,  Sec’y. 


Officers. 

Marcellus  Balderston, 

Samuel  B.  Garrigues, 

William  H.  Garrigues, 


Superintendent. 

Ass’£  Superintendent. 
Secretary. 


Teachers. 


Mary  Marriott, 

Mary  C.  Culen, 
Howard  T.  Jefferis, 
Sallie  P.  Thomas, 
Wm.  H.  Folwell, 
Annie  Paxson, 
Clement  A.Wooclnut, 
Edwin  L.  Dickinson, 
Howard  Jones, 


Sallie  K.  Garrigues,  Lydia  S.  Truman, 
A1  ice  Hudson,  Alice  B.  Hudson, 

Mary  C.  Mott,  Lizzie  Scott, 

Cecilia  A.  W.  Balderston, 

George  T.  Harris,  George  Gilbert, 
Emma  W.  Garrigues,  Sarah  A.  Ramsey, 
Lizzie  Mott,  Sam’l  A.  Johnson, 

Elizabeth  Worthington,  Salome  Dodson, 
Ida  Boswell,  Henry  Ivromer. 
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Greenway  Mission  First-day  School. 

The  recurrence  of  our  Annual  Conference  again  brings  into 
review  the  condition  of  our  school  at  Greenway  during  the  past 
year.  We  number  21  officers  and  teachers,  and  144  scholars, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  86.  The  highest  number  present 
on  any  day  was  129.  Our  average  is  lessened  by  the  fact  that 
the  school  continues  through  the  whole  year  without  intermis¬ 
sion,  and  there  is  some  falling  off  in  those  classes  whose  teachers 
are  necessarily  absent  occasionally  during  the  summer.  The 
interest  of  both  scholars  and  teachers,  however,  continues  un¬ 
abated. 

When  we  look  around  at  the  children,  and  note  their  intelli¬ 
gent  countenances  and  their  loving  interest  in  the  lessons,  we 
realize  the  effect  of  years  of  patient  Christian  labor  on  their 
behalf. 

A  number  of  the  teachers  commenced  their  connection  with 
the  school  by  entering  the  infant  class,  working  gradually  up 
through  the  intermediate  and  Bible  classes,  until  now  they  are 
repaying  with  compound  interest  that  which  they  have  received. 
And  the  love  of  the  youngest  children  is  just  as  real.  One  of 
these,  a  child  four  years  old,  was  lately  offered  by  his  father  a 
ride  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  to  visit  an  uncle  on  First-day  after¬ 
noon.  He  replied,  “No!  papa.  If  you’ll  wait  till  after  school 
I’ll  go  with  you,  but  I  won’t  leave  my  Sunday  school  to  go 
anywhere.” 

We  believe  that  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  on  earth  has  a  place 
in  it  for  every  child,  and  we  want  every  child  to  be  in  that  place, 
fitting  for  a  higher  one.  It  was  well  said  that  “  it  would  be 
very  surprising  if  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  a  scheme  of  mercy 
for  the  world,  had  provided  no  room  for  little  children.  It 
would  be  more  surprising  if  His  scheme  required  of  them  the 
experiences  and  graces  which  we  look  for  in  adult  Christians; 
and  most  surprising  and  unnatural  if  years  of  sin  were  the 
necessary  preparation  for  His  mercy  and  work.”  No  !  the  con¬ 
trary  is  rather  the  case;  for  has  He  not  said,  “Whosoever 
shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  he  shall 
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not  enter  therein.”  In  our  seeking  to  promote  the  coming  of 
His  kingdom,  then,  let  us  gather  the  children  into  Scripture 
schools  before  they  are  hardened  by  contact  with  a  sinful  world, 
and  let  us  try  to  pre-occupy  the  ground  with  valuable  plants,  so 
that  noxious  weeds  may  have  less  room  to  grow.  And  the  little 
ones  in  turn  will  help  us,  for  their  unquestioning  faith  is  a 
rebuke  to  professors  of  riper  years. 

We  believe  the  promise,  “  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive.”  Which 
of  us  lives  up  to  it?  Yet  a  little  girl,  last  summer,  in  an  East¬ 
ern  city,  proved  her  faith  by  her  prayers.  She  was  running 
across  the  street  to  meet  a  playmate,  and  tripped  and  fell  right 
under  the  wheel  of  a  loaded  cart,  which  ran  over  her  body. 
Her  grandmother,  who  saw  the  fall,  horror-stricken,  picked  her 
up  and  sent  for  a  physician,  who,  on  careful  examination,  could 
find  but  a  few  bruises,  which  required  a  day’s  rest  in  bed.  Next 
morning,  the  little  one  called  her  grandmother  to  her  side  and 
said,  “  Grandmother,  I  want  to  tell  you  a  great  secret :  we  must 
not  tell  many  people :  when  I  saw  the  cart  going  over  me,  I 
said, ‘Dear  Lord  Jesus,  just  put  your  hand  under  the  wheel !’ 
and  He  did !” 

The  course  of  instruction  is  such  as  has  been  pursued  in  pre¬ 
vious  years — founded  upon  the  International  Bible  Lessons, 
adapted  by  the  teachers  to  the  attainments  of  their  various 
classes.  The  Superintendent  supplements  their  teaching  with 
general  remarks,  and  passages  of  Scripture  which  have  been 
committed  to  memory  are  recited.  The  libi’ary  continues  to  be 
well  used,  both  by  the  children  and  their  parents. 

One  week-day  afternoon  in  the  spring  was  devoted  to  straw¬ 
berries  and  ice-cream ;  and  another,  near  the  close  of  the  year, 
to  a  festival,  when  suitable  addresses  were  delivered  by  our 
friends  to  the  scholars  and  their  parents,  and  there  was  a  gene¬ 
ral  partaking  of  the  good  things  of  the  season  with  thankful 
and  joyous  hearts. 

We  have  to  record  the  death  within  the  year  of  a  member  of 
our  young  men’s  Bible  class.  His  only  religious  instruction 
was  through  his  connection  with  Greenway  School,  which  was 
so  blessed  to  his  spiritual  growth  that  when  the  summons  came 
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to  part  with  things  of  earth,  it  was  to  him  a  glorious  entrance 
into  immortality  and  eternal  life. 


Officers. 

Joseph  L.  Davis, 

William  C.  Longstreth,  . 
Henry  Longstreth,  . 

Alfred  Ellis,  . 

Thomas  O.  Evans,  . 

Teachers 


Superintendent. 

Treasurer. 

Secretary. 

1  Librarians. 


Abby  A.  Longstreth, 
Sarah  M.  Taylor, 
Lucy  Harper, 

Clara  Comegys, 
Jennie  Kurtz, 

Amy  Comegys, 
Margaret  B.  Dixon, 
Ella  King, 


Kellie  Col  flesh, 

J.  Lewis  Crew, 

Benj.  T.  Longstreth, 

T1  lornas  K.  Longstreth 
Wm.  M.  Longstreth, 
John  Boyd, 

Robert  Kent, 

Charles  A.  Longstreth. 


4th  mo.  12 tli,  1877. 
Newtown  Fiest-Day  School. 


As  regards  our  school  we  can  report  that  there  has  been  but 
little  change  in  numbers.  No  diminution  and  a  very  regular  at¬ 
tendance.  We  have  passed  through  a  season  of  great  unsettle¬ 
ment  in  this  vicinity,  and  for  a  time  we  feared  that  some  would  be 
led  astray  by  the  preaching  of  false  doctrine,  but  we  have  been 
made  to  see  that  He  that  is  for  us  is  greater  than  he  that  is 
against  us.  And  a  First  Day  School  is  a  power  for  good  in  a 
neighborhood,  and  we  would  encourage  those  who  feel  called  to 
work  in  this  way  to  renewed  faithfulness.  As  for  results,  we  do 
not  feel  that  we  can  say  much,  as  that  must  always  be  left  Avith 
our  Heavenly  Father,  but  we  have  been  encouraged  by  seven  of 
our  scholars  having  made  an  open  profession  of  religion,  and  by 
conduct  and  conversation  proving  their  sincerity. 

Officers. 

Phebe  Rhoads,  ....  Superintendent. 

George  Paschall,  .  .  .  Librarian. 
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Teachers. 

Phebe  Rhoads,  J.  P.  Dunwoody, 

Anna  Rhoads,  Keziah  Davis, 

Mary  D.  Lewis,  Lydia  Murry, 

Lizzie  Yarnall. 

Report  of  Exton  First-Day  School  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  Fourth  Month  1st,  1877. 

Exton  First  Day  School  during  the  summer  of  1876,  was 
larger  than  usual.  Many  of  the  children  were  interested  to 
come  regularly,  two  of  them  not  missing  a  day  during  the 
season,  and  several  of  the  children  walking  three  miles  to  attend. 
They  were  generally  very  orderly,  and  some  of  them  showed  a 
good  deal  of  interest  in  their  Bible  lessons.  One  of  the  scholars 
in  the  oldest  class  died  in  the  summer.  During  her  illness  she 
was  happily  resigned  to  the  will  of  her  Heavenly  Father, 
whether  it  should  be  for  life  or  death,  proving  in  her  own  ex¬ 
perience  the  truth  of  the  Apostle’s  words,  “ Being  justified  by 
faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

Officer. 

R.  V.  A.  Zook,  ....  Superintendent. 

Teachers. 

R.  V.  A.  Zook,  Jane  D.  Zook, 

Sally  F.  Downing,  Elizabeth  Zook. 

Edgebrook  Bible  School. 

Edgebrook  Bible  School  has  been  continued  since  last  report 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  stormy  days.  On  the  first  of  10th 
month  last,  we  moved  to  a  new  school-house,  much  more  com¬ 
fortable  than  the  one  we  previously  occupied;  and  we  think  it  a 
pleasing  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  the  school  is  held  in  the 
neighborhood,  that  the  trustees  of  the  public  school,  unsolicited, 
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erected  in  connection  with  the  building,  carriage-sheds,  a  great 
convenience  for  the  Bible  school,  but  otherwise  little  needed. 
We  also  notice  an  improvement  in  regularity  of  attendance,  and 
seriousness  of  deportment  when  assembled,  as  well  as  at  other 
times. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  conducting  separate  classes  in  close 
proximity,  we  have  during  the  past  winter  depended  entirely  upon 
general  exercises;  intending  to  classify  as  warm  weather  enables 
us  to  occupy  more  space. 

We  could  wish  that  more  individual  labor  had  been  bestowed, 
yet  we  have  recently  had  the  jov  of  knowing  that  several  of  our 
scholars  have  professed  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  and  joined  in 
church  fellowship. 

A  few  months  since  we  made  an  addition  to  our  librarv,  and 
having  among  books  kindly  given  us  and  those  already  in  our 
possession  an  ample  sufficiency  of  works  of  fiction,  we  excluded 
such  from  our  list;  resolving  to  try  whether  children  could  not 
be  induced  to  read  the  truth.  The  experiment  seems  to  have 
been  a  success.  The  scholars  were  pleased  with  our  selection  and 
gladly  assisted  in  covering  and  marking  the  books;  which, 
placed  in  a  handsome  case,  presented  by  a  friend  of  the  school, 
forms  quite  an  attraction  to  the  scholars. 

It  is  our  custom  during  the  year  to  have  two  social  gatherings, 
which  we  think  have  tended  to  promote  an  affectionate  interest 
among  the  members  of  the  school. 

On  the  last  occasion  of  the  kind,  the  scholars  arranged  the 
exercises,  and  gratified  the  teachers  by  recitations  and  texts  of 
Scripture  from  most  of  those  present;  both  selection  and  per¬ 
formance  being  generally  very  creditable. 


xer. 


Caroline  Allinson 


Librarian. 


Teachers. 


Samuel  P.  Nicholson 
Hannah  Borton, 


Georgeanna  E.  Nicholson, 
James  Allinson. 


